
International Communication 
Comm 6650 
Fall 2016 

Thursdays 7:159:45pm 
 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS  
 
Instructor: Prof. Maria Repnikova 
25 Park Place, Suite 928  
Phone: 1(404)4135686 
Email: mrepnikova@gsu.edu  
 
Office Hours: 3:00pm-4:00pm Wednesdays & Thursdays, or by appointment.  
 
Communication Librarian:  
Jason Puckett 
Email: libjdp@langate.gsu.edu  
Phone: (404)413-2720 
 
Required Readings: 
 
Daya Kishan Thussu, ed., International Communication: A Reader.  
Arnold S. DeBeer, ed., Global Journalism: Topical Issues and Media Systems.  
 
Course Objectives  
 
International Communication is an intensive research and writing seminar, which blends the study 
of communication theory and communication practices. The course critically examines the role of 
global communication in shaping international politics, security, societal activism, and trans-border 
cultural practices. We will engage with practices of international communication, as deployed by 
different actors, including nation-states, activists, hackers and cultural producers, as well as with the 
contradictions that these practices ensue for our ability to derive theories about and to partake in 
global communication. The course draws on case studies around the world, with a special emphasis 
on developing, non-Western contexts. We will closely observe and study current events and their 
linkages with international communication, including the US presidential elections, the global reach 
of ISIS, the rise of China and its discontents, and the escalation of hacking as a tool of 
contemporary warfare. Students will come out of the course well versed in diverse implications of 
international communication, theoretically grounded in different lenses of the field, and practically 
equipped to incorporate international communication into their career trajectories.  
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Course Requirements 
 
Class Participation (15%) Students are expected to read the assigned texts before they are 
presented and discussed in class.  Please check online regularly to make sure you are reviewing all 
relevant materials. Please remember that this is a seminar not a lecture.  A seminar, by definition, is 
based upon the exchange of ideas between students and teachers.  I will either begin or conclude 
most days with a short lecture, but the rest of the class will take place in the form of group 
discussions.  In other words, the success of each class session depends to a large part on your 
participation.  As a consequence, class participation and discussion leadership makes up a significant 
percentage of your grade.  You are expected to critically engage with the course material and actively 
participate in class discussions.  I realize that some people are more comfortable with public 
speaking than others; please remember that you will not be graded on your eloquence, but rather 
your level of engagement with the materials.  This seminar should be a safe space where we can all 
voice questions and ideas and receive respectful and considered feedback.  
 
Class Presentation (20%) Each student will be responsible for a presentation on one week’s 
readings and for assisting the professor in leading the discussion for class during that week. At the 
beginning of class, you will be asked to speak for 10-15 minutes (no more) as a lead off for 
discussion. In deciding on this grade, I will be looking for innovation  and your incorporation of 
outside materials.  You may, for example, want to circulate a short press article or other outside 
materials in advance (so everyone has time to read them) that are related to a current event or 
theoretical approach that has relevance for your week’s themes.  You may also want to show a video 
or other audio-visual material in class to provoke discussion. You should also be able to talk briefly 
about the background of the author(s) and contextualize the assigned work(s) in the context of 
his/her theoretical and professional background. Using regional perspectives and examples is 
strongly encouraged. Please do not simply summarize the readings.  Please prepare 3-4 carefully 
considered discussion questions designed to guide discussion about your week’s topics and themes.   
 
 
Editorial/Op-Ed (15%): Students are to produce 700-900 word essay on the topic of US elections 
to be submitted to a global news outlet. The aim of the exercise is to practice being international 
communicators and to critically convey an original argument on a national (or local topic) to 
international readers. For inspiration, read editorials in the op-ed page at the NYT, Washington Post 
and Al Jazeera English.  
 
 
Research Paper (50%) Students are to produce a 15-20 page research paper (not including 
footnotes and bibliography; 20-25 pages for PhD students) on a topic of their choice that is linked 
to one of the themes of international communication discussed in class. The paper should be 
EITHER a state-of-art critical review of the field with the aim of outlining key debates and drawing 
out apparent gaps, as well as new research directions OR an empirical paper that would include 
original research on a topic of your choice. The paper should be of quality to be submitted to one of 
the communication conferences (ICA/IAMCR/NCA). Students are also responsible for producing 
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a 15-20 minute power point presentation that would encapsulate their key arguments and findings. 
The paper production is a multi-stage process, with the following deadlines to be observed strictly: 
 
September 22: Research Topics & Questions Due  
 
October 7: Literature Review Due  
 
October 21: Paper Outline Due (5-6 pages)  
 
November 17: Paper Drafts Due  
 
December 8: Final Papers Due  
 
 
 

Class Policies 
 
Please read the entire syllabus carefully before continuing in this course. These policies and 
expectations are intended to create a productive learning atmosphere for all students and to help 
maximize your learning experience.  
 

1. Attendance Policy - Because discussion is a major component of any seminar, regular 
attendance is imperative. Frequent absences are detrimental to your academic experience and 
that of your classmates.  Out of respect for your professor and your classmates please be 
sure to arrive on time and do not leave early.  
 

2. Come Prepared – This course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; deviations 
may be necessary. Make sure that you regularly consult the syllabus, Dropbox, and monitor 
your email to make sure you come prepared to class. 

 
3. Late Work– Part of being a successful academic and graduate student is turning things in on 

time. Late work will be accepted without penalty only in the case of a documented family or 
medical emergency.  

 
4. Laptops - In a graduate course such as this, it is important for both the professor and 

students to stay focused on the course material. Ringing cell phones are a major distraction, 
so please keep them off or in a silent mode during the class. Texting during the class is 
strictly prohibited. Use of laptops during class is limited to use directly related to the course 
(taking notes, accessing course readings, etc.). 

 
5. Withdrawal - The last day to withdraw from a course with the possibility of receiving a ‘W’ 

is October 11, 2016. If a student withdraws by this date but is failing the course, he/she will 
receive a ‘WF.’ All students who withdraw after this date will receive a ‘WF.’ 
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6. Asking for Help – I want you to succeed in this course. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me. I am always available via email or in person via office hours to help you with any 
questions or concerns you might have about course materials or policies. Please also feel free 
to reach out to me if you have constructive comments or suggestions that could help 
improve the overall learning experience and environment. 

 
7. Students with Special Needs: If you have special needs or a documented disability, please 

first register with the Office of Disability Services. Students may only receive special 
accommodations after the Office of Disability Services has issued them a signed 
Accommodation Plan and the student has delivered a copy of that plan to me 
 

Academic Integrity 
 

There is a zero tolerance policy for academic dishonesty in this class. Please note that Georgia State 
University’s Policy on Academic Honesty (Section 409) will be strictly enforced. Violations include 
plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, falsification, and multiple submissions (i.e. submitting work 
completed for another class). All submitted work must be entirely your own, except where you 
provide proper acknowledgement and attribution. Violation will result in failing the class in addition 
to possible disciplinary sanctions. 
 
 

Tentative Class Schedule  
 
August 25: Introduction to International Communication 
 
 
Discussion Questions: What is International Communication? Is this an outdated concept and if so, 
which terms are more suitable for capturing globalized communication practices? What are the 
dominant paradigms deployed in studying International Communication? Which ones seem more 
relevant and why? How do you study International Communication (methodological opportunities 
and challenges)? 
 
Readings: 
 
Madikiza, L., & Bornman, E. (2007). International communication: shifting paradigms, theories and 
foci of interest. Communication: South African Journal for Communication Theory & Research, 33 
(2), 11-44.  
 
Becker, Howard S. (2009). How to Find Out How to Do Qualitative Research. International Journal 
of Communication 3 , Feature 545-553.  
http://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/550/329 
 
Milan, Stefania (2010). Toward an Epistemology of Engaged Research. International Research of 
Communication  4, Feature (review), 856-858. 
http://ijoc.org/ojs/index.php/ijoc/article/view/915/460 
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September 1: Western and Non-Western Theories on Global Communication & Media 
 
Discussion Questions: What are the key distinctions between Western and Non-Western Media 
philosophies and practices? Is Western/non-Western dichotomy helpful or is it an analytical 
obstacle?  
 
Readings: 
 
Merrill, John C. (2009). Introduction to Global Western Journalism Theory. In De Beer, Chapter 1.  
 
Wasserman, Herman. (2009). Critical and Non-Western Press Philosophies. In De Beer, Chapter 2.  
 
James Park and Myung-Jin Curran. (2000). De-Westernizing Media Studies. Chapter 1 and one 
selected chapter of interest.  
 
Becker, Jonathan. (2010). Lessons from Russia: A Neo-Authoritarian Media System. European 
Journal of Communication 19 (2), pp. 139-163. 
 
 
September 8: International Communication & Media Development  
 
Discussion Questions: What are the contradictions and challenges ensued in the industry of media 
development? Who are the key actors? What are the best and worst practices? How do we measure 
media development and press freedom, and what are some possible drawbacks of using these 
indicators? 
 
Readings: Parsons, Paul, et al. (2009). Barriers to Media Development. In De Beer, Chapter 4. 
Becker, Lee B. & Vlad, Tudor (2009). Freedom of the Press around the World. In De Beer, Chapter 
5. 
  
Bettina Peters (2010). The Future of Journalism and Challenges for Media Development. Journalism 
Practice  4 (3).  
 
Burgess, John (2010). Evaluating the Evaluators: Media Freedom Indexes and What They Measure. 
https://www.ciaonet.org/attachments/16638/uploads 
 
Gagliardone, et al. China in Africa: A New Approach to Media Development? Annenberg School 
for Communication; http://global.asc.upenn.edu/fileLibrary/PDFs/chinainafrica.pdf 
 
Practical assignment:  
 
Check out websites of Global Voices https://globalvoices.org; Internews 
http://www.internews.org; and Freedom House 
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https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/freedom-press-2016?gclid=CMzp68DTxs4CFY0
7gQodploCkQ 
Prepare to discuss which of the sites you find more effective in terms of their mission, conveying 
messages and their approach to media development?  
 
 
September 15: No Class Meeting 
 
Library research day: Work on research topics and research questions for your research paper. 
Make appointments with communication librarian, Jason (contact information listed on page 1) to 
discuss your topics of interest and resources available.  
 
 
September 22: International Communication & Global Media Consolidation  
 
*Research questions and topics due 
 
Discussion Questions: What are the key features of global media flow? What are counter-tendencies 
to global media consolidation? How can we reconcile between global news agencies and local 
information flows?  
 
 
Readings: Ratanen, Terhi & Boyd-Barrett, Oliver (2009). Global National News Agencies. In De 
Beer, Chapter 3.  
 
Thussu, D. K. Mapping Global Media Flow and Contra-Flow. In Thussu, Chapter 12.  
 
McChesney, Robert. The Media System Goes Global. In Thussu (ed), Chapter 11.  
 
Arsenault, Amelia H and Manuel Castells. (2008). The Structures and Dynamics of Global 
Multi-Media Business Networks. International Journal of Communication. 
http://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/viewArticle/298 
 
Young, Vivian. (2015). How Chinese Media Are Going Global. World Economic Forum. 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/08/how-chinese-media-is-going-global/ 
 
 
 
September 29:  International Communication, Counter-Publics and Social Movements 
 
Discussion Questions: Do international communication flows and technologies empower or 
undermine social movements? What new opportunities and challenges do they present for 
grassroots activism, regional and global activism?  
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Readings: Castells, Manuel. The New Public Sphere: Global Civil Society, Communication 
Networks, and Global Governance. In Thussu, Chp. 2 
 
Lance, Bennett W. 2003. New Media Power: The Internet and Global Activism.  
https://depts.washington.edu/gcp/pdf/newmediapower.pdf 
 
Deibert, Ronald and Rafal Rohozinski. (2010). Liberation vs. Control: The Future of Cyberspace. 
Journal of Democracy 21 (4).  
 
Kraidy, Marwan. (2007). Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, and the Changing Arab Information Order. Journal 
of International Communication. 
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1204&context=asc_papers 
 
Practical Assignment: Pick a current social movement of your choice, such as climate change, Black 
Lives Matter, feminist movement (i.e. Femen movement), etc., and be prepared to discuss what 
makes a local movement international, what are effective communicative social movement strategies, 
what are some barriers/limitations on transnational movements when it comes to communication 
practices?  
 
 
October 7: International Communication and Cultural Production  
 
Literature Review Due  
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
What are the dominant forces behind the globalization of cultural production? How can we discern 
between globalization, hybridity and glocalization of cultural products? What are the actors involved 
in empowering cultural products to gain international leverage? Why do some products succeed in 
“going global,” but not others? 
 
Readings: Deuze, Mark. Convergence Culture in Creative Industries. In Thussu, Chp 26 
 
Marwan, Kraidy M. Hybridity in Cultural Globalization. In Thussu, Chp. 27 
 
Consalvo, Mia. Atari to Zelda: Japan’s Videogames in Global Contexts. Introduction and Chapter 6 
 
Punathambekar, Aswin. From Bombay to Bollywood: The Making of a Global Media Industry. 
Introduction and Chapter Five  
 
 
October 14: International Communication, Public Diplomacy and Nation Branding  
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Discussion Questions: What is nation branding? What are key political and commercial motivations 
behind it? What role does media  and communication more broadly play in nation-branding?  
 
Readings: Nye, Joseph. Public Diplomacy and Soft Power. In Thussu, Chapter 20.  
 
Lasswell, Harold D. The Theory of Political Propaganda, In Thussu, Chapter 20.  
 
Volcic, Zala & Andrejevc, Mark (2011). Nation Branding in the Era of Commercial Nationalism. 
International Journal of Communication .  
 
 

Bolin, Göran and Per Ståhlberg (2015). Mediating the Nation-State: Agency and The Media in 
Nation-Branding Campaigns. International Journal of Communication. 
http://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/3557/1471 
 
 
October 21: International Communication, Geopolitics and Non-Traditional Warfare  
 
Discussion Questions: How have the rules of warfare changed in the age of international 
communication and global information flows? What are the key features of cyber war? Who are the 
agents of cyber warfare? How does informatization of warfare feed into the debates on globalization 
and hybridity in international communication? 
 
Price, Monroe E. (2015). Free Expression, Globalism and the New Strategic Communication. 
Chapter Seven.  
 
Powers, Shawn M. & Michael Jablonski (2015). The Real Cyber War: The Political Economy of 
Internet Freedom. Chapter Three.  
 
Walker, Shaun. Salutin’ Putin: Inside a Russian Troll House. The Guardian. 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/02/putin-kremlin-inside-russian-troll-house  
 
Fernandez, Alberto M. 2015. Here to stay and growing: Combating ISIS propaganda networks. The 
Brookings Project on the US Relations with the Islamic World.  
https://www.brookings.edu/research/here-to-stay-and-growing-combating-isis-propaganda-networ
ks/ 
 
  
October 28: International Communication & Media Oversight  
 
Paper Outline Due: (3-5 detailed outline of your paper). 
 
Questions: Is there a global watchdog journalism practice/media oversight norm? Does 
international communication empower or undermine global watchdog function? What are the 
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controversies surrounding new digital watchdogs, like Wikileaks, and what is the relationship 
between Wikileaks and traditional media? 
 
Readings: Bennett, Lance, et al. (2007). When the Press Fails: Political Power and the News Media 
from Iraq to Katrina. Introduction and Chapter 1.  
 
Waisbord, Silvio (2000). Watchdog Journalism in South America. Introduction and Part Three.  
 
Walt, Stephen M. (2010). In Defense of Wikileaks. Foreign Policy. 
http://foreignpolicy.com/2010/10/25/in-defense-of-wikileaks/ 
 
Repnikova, Maria (2015). Media Oversight in Non-Democratic Regimes: The Perspectives of 
Journalists and Officials in China. PARGC Paper, Annenberg School for Communication.  
 
http://media.wix.com/ugd/86a19a_45ae8786347749edb933aaa2fa25476d.pdf 
 
  
Practical Exercise:  
 
Check out the Panama Papers investigation by the ICIJ here: https://panamapapers.icij.org/ 
Discuss features of transnational investigative reporting and the opportunities that global 
information networks provide for watchdog journalism.  
 
November 3: International Communication and Non-Western Developing Contexts (Africa 
and Latin America) 
 
Readings: Sub-Saharan Africa. In De Beer, Chapter 16.  
 
Latin America. In De Beer, Chapter 19.  
 
Larkin, Brian. (2008). Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, and Urban Culture in Nigeria. 
Introduction and a chapter of your choice.  
 
Campbell, Howard. (2014). Narco-Propaganda in the Mexican “Drug War”: An Anthropological 
Perspective. Latin American Perspectives 41 (2).  
 
http://lap.sagepub.com/content/41/2/60.short 
 
November 10: International Communication and Non-Western Developing Contexts (Asia 
and Middle East) 
  
Asia and the Pacific. In De Beer, chapter 17.  
 
The Middle East and North Africa. In De Beer, chapter 15.  
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Yang, Guobin and Min Jiang. (2015). The Networked Practice of Political Satire in China: Between 
Ritual and Resistance. http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2559716 
 
Sreberny, Annabelle (2003). Television, Gender and Democratization in the Middle East. In Curran 
and Park, De-Westernizing Media Studies. Chapter 3.  
 
Editorials Due 
 
November 17: Actors and shapers of International Communication (the careers of a global 
communicator) 
 
Surprise Guest Speaker  
 
Discussion of Editorials 
 
Readings: Bennett, Lucy. (2014). ‘If we stick together we can do anything’: Lady Gaga fandom, 
philanthropy and activism through social media. Celebrity Studies 5 (1-2).  
 
Donsbach, Wolfgang and Bettina Klett. (1993). Subjective objectivity. How journalists in four 
countries define a key term of their profession. International Communication Gazette 51 (1).  
 
Julian Assange. 2014. When Google Met Wikileaks.  
 
  
Rough Drafts of Papers Due  
 
 
November 24: Thanksgiving Holiday, No Class.  
 
 
Work on your presentations 
 
December 1 Presentations of Research Papers  (Each student is to prepare 15 minute power 
point presentation)  
 
 
December 8 Presentations of Research Papers Part II  
 
Final Papers Due  
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